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hear the sounding title of Highness and Most Honor*
able trumpeted in our ears, which, ten years since,
would have exalted a man to a station as high as
Hainan's gibbet." Page of Virginia was ablaze
with indignation. "Good God!" he exclaimed.
"What, authorize in a free republic, by law, too,
by your first act, the exertion of a dangerous royal
prerogative in your Chief Magistrate!" Gerry,
in remarks whose oblique criticism upon arrange-
ments at the President's house was perfectly well
understood, dwelt upon the possibility that the
President might be guided by some other criterion
than discharge of duty as the law directs. "Per-
haps the officer is not good natured enough; he
makes an ungraceful bow, or does it left leg fore-
most; this is unbecoming in a great officer at the
President's levee. Now, because he is so unfortu-
nate as not to be so good a dancer as he is a worthy
officer, he must be removed." These rhetorical
flourishes, which are significant of the undercur-
rent of sentiment, hardly do justice to the general
quality of the debate which was marked by legal
acuteness on both sides. Madison pressed home
the sensible argument that the President could
not be held to responsibility unless he could control
his subordinates. "And if it should happen that